
 

February 1, 2016 

 

Thomas J. Nasca, MD, MACP 

Chief Executive Officer 

Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education 

515 North State Street 

Suite 2000 

Chicago, Illinois 60654 

 

Dear Tom, 

 

Thank you for your letter of December 21, 2015, requesting a formal position paper on resident 

duty hours and key dimensions of the learning and working environment in preparation for 

ACGME’s 5 year review of its standards.   The American Board of Pediatrics (ABP) sets standards 

for certification in general pediatrics and the pediatrics medical subspecialties.  We do not 

anticipate that the board in any way will alter its standards required for eligibility for certification 

based on changes in duty hours.  While duty hours have implications for the duration of training in 

its current state and are relevant to the requirements for ABP certification, we are not in the position 

to provide rigorous data addressing this issue.  We take no formal position on resident duty hours 

as there are many aspects to be considered which can only be fully evaluated by a careful 

prospective analysis of training outcomes such as those under way in the disciplines of internal 

medicine and surgery.  

 

As you are aware the ABP is currently engaged in substantive collaborative work with our program 

directors and their organizations to develop Entrustable Professional Activities (EPAs) for both 

general pediatrics and the subspecialties.  There are several research projects underway to study 

specific EPAs which integrate the competencies and embed them in a clinical context in which to 

meaningfully assess milestones.  Our hope is that EPAs will prove useful in defining the timing for 

transition from one stage of training to another based on entrustment and the need for supervision.  

We anticipate that in the future time on duty will become less of a focus for certification. 

 

Thank you for providing us the opportunity to comment.  Although the ABP has taken no formal 

position on duty hours we strongly encourage the ACGME to consider carefully the comments 

provided by two pediatrics organizations that are closely engaged in the learning and work 

environment of trainees on a day to day basis i.e., The Association of Pediatric Program Directors 

and the Council of Pediatric Subspecialties. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Gail A. McGuinness, MD 

Executive Vice President 

The American Board of Pediatrics  

 

C: David G. Nichols, MD, MBA 

President and CEO 

The American Board of Pediatrics 

 


