
 

 

  
February 1, 2016 
 
Thomas J. Nasca, MD, MACP 
Chief Executive Officer 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education 
515 North State Street, Suite 2000 
Chicago, IL 60654 
 
Transmitted to dutyhours@acgme.org 
 
Dear Dr. Nasca: 
 
The American Society for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO) is pleased to provide comments to the 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) in response to your request 
dated December 21, 2015.  ASTRO’s mission is to advance the practice of radiation oncology by 
promoting excellence in patient care, providing opportunities for educational and professional 
development, promoting research and disseminating research results, and representing radiation 
oncology in a rapidly evolving health care environment. ASTRO is the premier radiation 
oncology society in the world, with more than 10,500 members consisting of physicians, nurses, 
biologists, physicists, radiation therapists, dosimetrists and other health care professionals who 
specialize in the delivery of radiation therapies.  These medical professionals practice at 
hospitals, cancer centers and academic research facilities around the globe and comprise the 
radiation therapy treatment teams that are critical in the fight against cancer. Together, these 
teams treat more than 1 million cancer patients each year in the US alone. 
 
Resident Duty Hour Requirements and Dimensions of Resident Duty Hour Requirements 
 
The radiation oncology community is supportive of the 80-hour limit per week requirement.  
Practically, this limitation has not been a significant issue for our specialty, since we are 
predominantly an outpatient specialty with patient care hours most commonly limited to 7:00 
a.m. – 7:00 p.m. weekdays. Further, the cost and impact of implementation of resident duty hour 
requirements has posed no substantial challenges for our specialty.     
 
Standards for Key Aspects of the Learning/Working Environment 
 
ASTRO believes that residents need a complete and accurate picture of radiation oncology 
practice for training to be successful. It should be stressed that clinical activities, such as the 
paperwork associated with caring for patients, are an important part of a resident’s training.  As 
the administrative and paperwork expectations of the ever-changing electronic medical record 
system and governmental standards for documentation continue to evolve, an understanding of 
the key principles appropriate for medical record documentation are fundamental to a resident’s 
education.  
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A couple of key activities that may need specific time allocations or greater clarity on 
expectations include the following: 
 

 The ACGME requirements state that the sponsoring institution and program should 
allocate adequate educational resources to facilitate resident involvement in scholarly 
activities (IV.B.3).  Additionally, residents are to complete an investigative project 
(IV.B.2a). Exactly how much time is needed or should be allocated for this activity is 
unclear. It might be useful if some general targets for protected research time were 
established.  
 

 The requirements for scholarship could be clearer for both residents and faculty. Medical 
literature is increasingly complex and doctors are called upon to understand and decipher 
seemingly conflicting data.  

 
In closing, ASTRO is supportive of the current ACGME resident duty hour requirements. While 
these requirements have not posed a significant challenge for our specialty, we do recognize the 
value and positive impact that they have had on residency training across all fields by improving 
the balance of learning with service in residency.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these important issues.  We are interested in 
participating in the Resident Duty Hours meeting to be held in March in Chicago to further 
engage in this dialogue. Should you have any questions on the items addressed in this comment 
letter, please contact Michele Donohue, Director of Meetings, at 703-839-7384 or  
michele.donohue@astro.org. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Bruce D. Minsky, MD, FASTRO 
Chair, ASTRO Board of Directors 
 


