
Attachment 3: Poor Historian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Good 
Historian 

Poor 
Historian 

Sequencing of 
patient story 
confused  

High number of 
extraneous 
tangents 
introduced  

The patient as 
a 

“Historian” 

Features of the patient interview  

Affect does not 
match severity of 
symptoms 
described 

Consequences of patient as a poor historian 

Low 
confidence 
in historical 
information 

Need to confirm 
information with 
more diagnostic 
tests 

Increased time for 
visit needed as 
more detailed 
questions 
required.  

Teaching points 
 

1. Recognizing the patient as a 
historian 

 
2. Reflecting on the reasons 

why patients may present a 
confused history 

 
3. Helping patients to become a 

good historian when possible 
 
4. Timesaving strategies when 

dealing with “poor historians” 
  
5. Dealing with frustration 

caused by interviewing “poor 
historians” in a busy practice 


