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• Review Osteopathic Recognition program statistics.
• Identify the top three areas of citations/areas for improvement 

(AFIs).
• Summarize the major requirement revision process.
• Discuss committee updates and resources.

Objectives



Program Statistics
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All data as of: February 1, 2026

2 Cardiovascular Disease
2 Hospice and Palliative Medicine
2 Psychiatry

29 Internal Medicine

193 
Family 

Medicine
3 Anesthesiology
3 Dermatology
3 Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery
3 Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

4 Obstetrics and Gynecology

1 Allergy and Immunology
1 Geriatric Medicine
1 Internal Medicine/Pediatrics (Combined)
1 Neurology
1 Neurological Surgery
1 Pediatrics
1 Pediatric Sports Medicine
1 Pulmonary-Critical Care Medicine
1 Ophthalmology
1 Urology 

5 Emergency Medicine
5 Sports Medicine (FM)
5 Surgery
5 Transitional Year

280

Number of Programs with Osteopathic Recognition
(by Specialty) 

6 Orthopaedic Surgery
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Initial Recognition with 
Warning  (2 programs) 

Initial Recognition
(33 programs)

Continued Recognition
(241 programs)

Number of Programs with Osteopathic Recognition
(by Status) 

Continued Recognition 
with Warning
(3 programs)

All data as of: February 1, 2026

86%

12%

Withdrawal of 
Recognition 
(1 program) 
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Distribution of Programs with Osteopathic Recognition

All data as of:  February 1, 2026

19

3614

24
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2%
2%

96%

Designated 
Osteopathic 
Residents by 
Medical School 
Type

All data as of:  September 24, 2025

2,710

63
65

2838
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Committee Members



Thank you to the following Osteopathic Recognition Committee members 
with a term ending June 30, 2026:

Ken Coelho, DHSc (Public Member)

Dominique Fons, MD

Jacklyn Kiefer, DO

Kyle Sherwin, DO (Resident Member)

Erin Westfall, DO

Departing Members



The following new Osteopathic Recognition Committee members will start 
their term July 1, 2026:

Alexandra Cronin, DO (Resident Member)

Diana Ewert, MPA (Public Member)

Catherine Feaga, DO

Shirley Sharp, DO

Rachel Shockley, DO

Incoming Members



Frequent Areas of Citations/AFIs



APPOINTMENT 
POLICY

FACULTY 
DEVELOPMENT

FINAL 
EVALUATION

Top Three Areas of Citations and AFIs



Appointment Policy



Key parts:
Specify medical school graduates that are accepted.
Clearly identify what is required of a resident (based on medical school) prior to 

matriculation.
State when residents matriculate into designated positions in the program. (e.g., 

at matriculation into the program, within the first six months of the program)

Appointment Policy



Reminders:
• Terminology must align with the requirements. (e.g., no references should be 

made to a “track.” Instead, programs should refer to “designated osteopathic 
residents.”)

• Programs that previously utilized the Core Osteopathic Recognition Readiness 
Examination (CORRE) exam should ensure references to it have been 
removed from the policy.

• Update medical school references to align with Common Program Requirement 
changes effective July 1, 2025.

Appointment Policy



Common Program Requirement 
Language Effective July 1, 2025



Common Program Requirement  
Language Effective July 1, 2025



Faculty Development



Faculty Development



Faculty Development



• Must incorporate Osteopathic Principles and Practice (OPP) and be 
provided to all osteopathic faculty members and not just core osteopathic 
faculty members.

• Must occur annually and programs are responsible for providing and 
ensuring completion.

• Must attend an actual session that incorporates OPP and not just a meeting 
coordinated by an osteopathic organization.

• Does not need to be a session that is continuing medical education (CME) 
eligible.

• A session that is eligible for American Osteopathic Association (AOA) CME 
does not automatically satisfy the requirement.

Faculty Development



Final Evaluation



Faculty Development



Must include a concise evaluation of the integration of OPP into each of the 
ACGME Competencies.

o ACGME Competencies (six):  Professionalism, Patient Care and 
Procedural Skills, Medical Knowledge, Practice-Based Learning and 
Improvement, Interpersonal and Communication Skills, Systems-Based 
Practice.

o OPP/OMM [osteopathic manipulative medicine] is not an ACGME 
Competency. OPP/OMM must be integrated into the Competencies.

Must not be the Milestones or a Milestones summary report.

Final Evaluation



• Final verification statement must be exactly as it appears in the Osteopathic 
Recognition Requirements, which also aligns with the Program Requirements:

“demonstrated the knowledge, skills, and behaviors necessary to enter 
autonomous practice and to apply OPP to patient care.” 

• The old verification language must no longer be used:  
“verify that the designated osteopathic resident has demonstrated 
sufficient competence to apply OPP to patient care, upon entering 
practice, without direct supervision.”

• Form must include the signature of the Director of Osteopathic Education.

Final Evaluation



Osteopathic Recognition Site Visits



• No site visit occurs at the time of application.

• First site visit occurs approximately two years after the effective date of 
Initial Recognition.

• The plan was to have a 10-year site visit that would occur approximately 
10 years after the program first achieves Continued Recognition.

Osteopathic Recognition Site Visits



Plan:  
• Discontinue the 10-year Osteopathic Recognition site visits.  

• Move to a random sampling of programs that have been on Continued 
Recognition for 10 years.

• Random sampling of programs on Continued Recognition will align with 
the process for accreditation.

Future of the 10-Year Osteopathic 
Recognition Site Visits



• Random site visits will not begin prior to 2028. It is likely programs would 
be notified in November/December 2027, with site visits occurring in 
2028.  

• The identification of the random sampling of programs will be similar to 
the accreditation process.

• Initial sampling of programs would likely be five or fewer programs.

Future of the 10-Year Osteopathic 
Recognition Site Visits



Randomly Selected Osteopathic 
Recognition Site Visits – What’s Next

• Approximate dates for the Osteopathic Recognition 10-year site visit 
will be removed from the Accreditation Data System (ADS).

• Stay tuned for more information, which will be available in the 
ACGME e-Communication and through update presentations in the 
winter/spring 2027.



Annual ADS Data Collection



• Effective July 1, 2025, programs were no longer required to report faculty 
scholarly activity by faculty member in ADS.

• Programs with Osteopathic Recognition are now required to respond to a 
single question about the methods used by osteopathic faculty members 
to disseminate scholarly activity that integrates OPP.

Note: Reporting of osteopathic scholarly activity by designated osteopathic 
residents/fellows has remained unchanged.

Reporting: Osteopathic Faculty Members’ 
Scholarly Activity



Faculty Scholarly Activity Questions





Reminder: Scholarly Activity
• Residents and faculty members may integrate OPP into scholarly activity and 

have it “count” toward meeting the Osteopathic Recognition and specialty 
requirements for scholarly activity.

• Residents and faculty members may complete separate scholarly activity to 
satisfy the scholarly requirements, but it is not required.



• Survey window: February 9-April 10

• Ensure that resident rosters are updated, including whether residents are on 
leave. Updates made after the survey has opened will not be reflected in this 
survey administration.

• New: Residents that started the program off-cycle this academic year will be 
scheduled to participate in the survey as long as they have been in the 
program for 60 days.

Osteopathic Recognition Resident Survey



• Update changes to the faculty roster in real time, including 
adding/removing osteopathic faculty members.

• Block diagrams, uploaded in ADS, must always contain when and 
where osteopathic experiences occur, consistent with the Block 
Diagram Guide for Osteopathic Recognition.

• Action plans associated with Osteopathic Recognition Resident 
Survey results included in the Osteopathic Recognition Major 
Changes box in ADS, should refer to the most recent survey.

ADS Update Best Practices



Requirement Revisions



• All ACGME Requirements (Institutional, Program, and Recognition) 
were reformatted.

• Requirement references no longer include Roman numerals.

• Reformatted requirement documents were effective July 1, 2025.

• No Osteopathic Recognition Requirement revisions were made during 
the reformatting.

Requirement Reformatting 2025



• All ACGME Requirements (Institutional, Program, and Recognition) will be 
reformatted to include FAQs with direct links to requirements.

• Requirements will begin integrating FAQs effective July 1, 2026.

Requirement Reformatting 2026



FAQ Integration into 
Program Requirements



• Launched for Osteopathic Recognition in April 2025, which required a pause of 
the interim requirement revisions presented in the winter of 2025.

• All requirement documents are required by ACGME Policies and Procedures to 
undergo a major revision approximately every 10 years.

• The ACGME’s major revision process is known as Shaping GME.

Major Requirement Revisions for 
Osteopathic Recognition



Shaping GME - Process

Writing Group 
Formed 

(June 2025)

Stakeholder 
Interviews
(Fall 2025)

Literature Review
(Fall 2025)

Survey to 
Programs and 
Stakeholders

(February 10 - March 
9, 2026)

Stakeholder 
Summit

 (April 2026)



Shaping GME – Process Continued

Writing Group Drafts 
Revisions 

(Fall/Winter 2026)

Proposed Revisions 
Posted for Public 

Comment
(TBD)

Revisions Finalized 
by Writing Group

(TBD)

ACGME Board of 
Directors Review 

and Approval
 (TBD)

Revised Requirements 
Effective

 (July 1, 2027 or July 1, 
2028)



 Volunteer to be part of the program and stakeholder interviews.
 Volunteer to be part of the Stakeholder Summit.
 Participate in the program and stakeholder survey.
 Review the proposed revisions when posted for a 45-day public comment.  

Respond with support, concern, and/or suggested changes.

Opportunities to Participate



 Volunteer to be part of the program and stakeholder interviews.
 Volunteer to be part of the Stakeholder Summit.
 Participate in the program and stakeholder survey.
 Review the proposed revisions when posted for a 45-day public 

comment. Respond with support, concern, and/or suggested 
changes.

Opportunities to Participate



Watch the ACGME e-Communication for ways to 
participate in current and future requirement 

revisions.  All public review and comment periods 
are published in the e-Communication.



Updates/Reminders



• Letters are now addressed to the Director of Osteopathic Education.

• All letters are available posted in ADS with an email notifying all 
recipients that it is available, which include the Director of 
Osteopathic Education, program director, coordinators, and the 
designated institutional official (DIO).

Letters of Notification Update



Evaluation of Scholarly Activity



FAQ Coming Soon: Program Evaluations



Reminder: Assessment of OPP Knowledge



Reminder: Assessment of OPP 
Knowledge FAQ



Meeting Date Agenda Closing 
Date

April 25-26, 2026 January 5, 2026

August 28-29, 2026 June 1, 2026

Coming Soon: 2027 Meeting Dates

Committee Meeting Dates



• The ACGME began accrediting combined programs effective July 
1, 2025.

• Combined programs accredited by the ACGME are eligible to apply 
for Osteopathic Recognition as soon as they have a status of Initial 
Accreditation.

ACGME Combined Program Accreditation Webpage:  
https://www.acgme.org/programs-and-institutions/programs/combined-
programs/ 

Combined Programs

https://www.acgme.org/programs-and-institutions/programs/combined-programs/
https://www.acgme.org/programs-and-institutions/programs/combined-programs/
https://www.acgme.org/programs-and-institutions/programs/combined-programs/
https://www.acgme.org/programs-and-institutions/programs/combined-programs/
https://www.acgme.org/programs-and-institutions/programs/combined-programs/
https://www.acgme.org/programs-and-institutions/programs/combined-programs/
https://www.acgme.org/programs-and-institutions/programs/combined-programs/
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Resources



Annual Update for Osteopathic Recognition



Annual 
Update 

Resource



ADS 
Guidance for 

Director of 
Osteopathic 
Education 
Changes





Coordinator Resources Page: https://www.acgme.org/additional-resources/  

It’s Back! Program Coordinator 
Handbook

https://www.acgme.org/additional-resources/
https://www.acgme.org/additional-resources/
https://www.acgme.org/additional-resources/


Program 
Coordinator 
Handbook



Osteopathic 
Recognition 
Application 
Instructions





Questions?



Thank You!
Tiffany Moss, MBA

Executive Director, Osteopathic Accreditation
tmoss@acgme.org

312.755.5490

www.acgme.org/osteopathicrecognition 

mailto:tmoss@acgme.org
http://www.acgme.org/osteopathicrecognition
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