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Residents and fellows may participate in a rotation in an international setting as an elective. As 
with domestic electives, the program must ensure compliance with ACGME clinical experience 
requirements during the rotation, including appropriate supervision, learning environment, and 
resident/fellow support. A program letter of agreement (PLA) is not required for an elective 
international rotation. It should be noted that the global experience cannot be counted toward 
the required chief resident experience. 

 
Things to consider for international rotations: 

• There must be a clearly defined educational purpose for the rotation, with competency-
based goals and objectives outlined. 

• International rotations should be conducted in a structured environment that strives to 
uphold fundamental standards of ethical practice that include adequate medical 
resources, surgical competence, continuity of postoperative care, protection of human 
subjects in research, and sustainability of humanitarian efforts. 

• The resident/fellow should participate in pre-departure training that covers clinical 
resources and limitations, personal safety, social and environmental conditions, and 
common ethical questions and challenges in low-resource settings. 

• Procedural cases performed during the experience may be entered into the ACGME Case 
Log System. 

• Clinical supervision by appropriate faculty members must be clearly defined and should 
comply with supervision guidelines in the Common Program Requirements.  

• A clinical site director should be clearly identified. 
• The clinical site director will be responsible for completing a competency-based evaluation 

of the resident/fellow. 
• Residents/fellows should not engage in clinical activities outside the scope of obstetrics 

and gynecology training during the rotation. 
• The rotation must be approved in writing by the program director and designated 

institutional official.  
 
Programs may refer to other sources for additional information about international rotations, 
including the Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology (CREOG) FAQ page 
entitled “Frequently Asked Questions About Global Health Electives.” 
 
Email Review Committee Associate Executive Director, Amanda Tan, MA, with any questions: 
atan@acgme.org. 
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